
Izumi Kato

Izumi Kato was born in 1969 in Shimane, Japan. A graduate of the Department of Oil Painting at Musashino University in 1992, he now lives and works between Tokyo and Hong Kong. 

Since the late 1990s, Kato has been creating an evolving dialogue. With painting as a departure point, the artist began to incorporate wood sculptures in 2003 and soft vinyl sculptures in 2012 into his art practice. Kato’s signature forms include anonymous silhouettes and sometimes androgynous creatures with elongated limbs in impossible poses. These are the results of the artist’s mastery of technique, using his hands to directly apply pigment to canvas to create his otherworldly, anthropomorphized works.

Kato’s stone sculpture series, which began in 2016 and latest fabric series which is inspired by and customized for the space of the Red Brick Art Museum, depict the intimate connection between self, others and nature.

Since the 2000s, Kato has garnered attention as an innovative artist through exhibitions held in Japan and around the world. In 2007, he was invited to the 52nd Venice Biennale International Exhibition, curated by Robert Storr. Kato's works have been exhibited in multiple prestigious museums and institutions, including Center Pompidou-Metz, Metz, France; 21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art, Kanazawa, Japan; Hara Museum of Contemporary Art, Tokyo, Japan; Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan; The National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo, Japan; The National Museum of Art, Osaka, Japan; Daimler Contemporary Berlin, Berlin, Germany; Moscow Museum of Modern Art, Moscow, Russia; Haifa Museum of Art, Haifa, Israel; Japan Society, New York, US; Tai Kwun, Hong Kong; Red Brick Art Museum, Beijing, China, among others.

